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Climate change is real. Act Now! 

Seaweed; The Diamond in the 
rough

WISE REDD+ Regional Stakeholder 
Workshops

EAWLS and IMRE LOEFLER lecture 
talk on Lake Turkana by Sean Avery

EAWLS and IMRE LOEFLER lecture 
talk on the Mara Conservancies by 
Justin Heath

C
limate change is here with 

us, but whether it is here to 

stay or not is another thing 

all together. 

How then do we cope with 

its impacts? Adaptation and 

mitigation are terms we have all 

come across over the past years. 

Could these be the gateway to a 

solution?

It is impor tant to note that 

dif ferent regions globally are 

making ef for ts to tackle climate 

change by either adapting or 

mitigating in order to cope with the 

impacts in their situations. Kenya 

is not an exception and more 

specifically the communities in 

Kajiado and Kwale Counties.

Surviving climate change
By Mildred Menda - East African Wild Life Society

Communities in Kajiado County 

are mainly pastoralists while those 

in Kwale County are farmers and 

are all faced with impacts of 

climate change. The farmers in 

Kwale are getting low and poor 

yields while the pastoralists in 

Kajiado are losing livestock due 

to lack of pasture and water. 

Due to this, communities in these 

counties are looking for an easy 

way out to earn a living and in turn 

unsustainable charcoal burning 

is being practised. Alternative 

livelihoods then come to mind, but 

would that solve the problem? 

The East African Wild Life Society 

(EAWLS) realized that it is not only 

alternative livelihoods that are 

needed to ensure sustainability 

but planning and awareness 

creation on legislation and County 

strategies is also impor tant. 

It is for this reason, that the 

members of Charcoal Producers 

Associations (CPAs), relevant 

County government of ficers, 

Members of County Assemblies 

and private sector in Kajiado 

and Kwale Counties are being 

enlightened on the content of 

the Charcoal Regulations 2009, 

National Climate Change Action 

Plan (NCCAP) and their respective 

	   Samburu CPA collection point for Charcoal at MacKinnon



2   EAWLS NEWSLETTER  October - December 2014  

By Lucy Njuguna - Kenya Forests Working Group

County Integrated Development 

Plans (CIDPs). This is to enhance 

better understanding, ar ticulation 

and implementation of County 

activities enshrined in their CIDPs 

in order to address the impacts of 

climate change.

Fur ther to this, communities were 

urged to par ticipate in their County 

budgetary processes to ensure 

funds are allocated to suppor t 

activities related to mitigation and 

adaptation with regard to climate 

change; and in cases where such 

activities are missing, they should 

be included.

As a result of this, the 

communities have written 

memorandums to the Principal 

Secretary for the Ministry of 

Environment, Water and Natural 

Resources to highlight the gaps in 

the legislation in order to inform 

ongoing reviews. In doing this 

	  

	  
together with the communities, 

EAWLS believes that the 

communities will then be in a 

better position to deliberate and 

decide on appropriate alternative 

livelihood sources in their counties 

without engaging in unsustainable 

charcoal production. 

Top: The Ecosystem Conservator Kwale County - Madam Nafasi Mufayaha addresses 
participants during a sensitization meeting at Red Cross Hall in Ukunda, Kwale.
Below: Participants during project launch at Multi-purpose hall in Isinya, Kajiado.

T
he Narok county government 

has laid out an action plan 

to promote climate change 

adaptation and sustainable natural 

resource management. 

This is as result of a training 

conducted by Kenya Forests 

Working Group (KFWG) and 

Indigenous Information 

Network (IIN) in 

September 2014 on 

climate change, natural 

resource management 

and governance in a 

bid to enhance climate 

change mainstreaming 

in policies at the county 

level. 

The plan stipulates how to 

enhance public par ticipation 

in policy formulation and 

implementation; review of policies 

to include climate change issues; 

domestication of national policies 

on climate change, as well as 

valuation of natural resources in 

Narok County which will inform 

management and conservation 

plans. The Government of ficials 

included Members of County 

Assembly (MCAs) in the committee 

for environment in Narok County, 

Chief Executive Of ficers in the 

depar tments of environment, lands, 

trade, tourism and industrialisation, 

directors, administrators and 

technical of ficers from various 

depar tments.

The activity was facilitated 

with funding from ACT! Under the 

Changieni Rasili Mali facility through 

a project that KFWG and IIN are 

jointly implementing on promoting 

climate change adaptation for 

natural resource dependent 

communities in Narok County.
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Seaweed farming in Funzi

Farmer’s bounty Seaweed harvest in 
Kibuyuni.

I 
was recently going through one 

of the dailies and came across a 

rather interesting ar ticle. 

The ar ticle was a forecast of 

the fall of Kenya’s expor t market 

in the next two years as a result 

of numerous tarif fs and red tapes 

the expor t market attracts which 

is detrimental to the market’s 

growth. I lean back and think to 

myself, what is the way forward? 

There must be numerous other 

oppor tunities for the expor t market 

other than the cliché tea, cof fee 

and hor ticultural crops.

How about the seaweed? It 

fetches good returns and high in 

demand and better still it doesn’t 

attract too many tarif fs. Could 

commercialization and expor tation 

of seaweed be like the proverbial 

silver lining? Killing two birds 

with one stone by providing a 

sustainable livelihood activity for 

the coastal communities; as well as 

boost the national Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP)?

The East African Wild Life Society 

(EAWLS) Marine Programme 

through the UNDP Small Grants 

programme (SGP) project and 

Mayer Foundation project is 

working towards seaweed 

commercialization. Generally 

the projects are focused on 

assessment of seaweed’s viability 

as a livelihood option, analysis 

of market dynamics and putting 

in place strategic measures 

beyond the project period.  The 

seaweed expor tation business has 

flourished in Tanzania, par ticularly 

Zanzibar and Pemba Islands; 

for tunately, it is clear that the 

conditions in Kenya’s South coast 

can sustain the husbandry quite 

well. 

The seaweed farmers are able to 

produce even more, but currently, 

the shaky and unpredictable 

market is the biggest lamentation. 

It is futile to cultivate a product 

when there is no cer tainty of 

sale and how or when to access 

interested buyers. 

Up to this point in the 

projects, desktop reviews 

and information has 

been gathered from key 

players such as Kenya 

Plant Health Inspectorate 

Service (KEPHIS), Kenya 

Marine and Fisheries 

Research Institute (KMFRI), 

State Depar tment of 

Fisheries (SDF), National 

Environment Management 

Authority (NEMA), Act 

Change Transform! 

(Act!), Expor t Council, 

Kenya Investment Authority and 

farmers who have been involved 

in seaweed farming in Kenya. 

This was an output of an initial 

stakeholders meeting held in July 

2014. 

In the near future, it is expected 

that the farmers will be in a 

position to play a major role in 

marketing the product, attracting 

buyers/expor ters and making 

it a viable livelihood option and 

hopefully have a local industry right 

here in Kenya.  

Seaweed; The Diamond in the rough
By Agatha Ogada - East African Wild Life Society
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T
he October-December 

2013 issue of the East 

African Wild Life Society 

(EAWLS) newsletter introduced the 

Widening Informed Stakeholder 

Engagement for REDD+ (WISE 

REDD+) project that is being 

implemented in five countries 

including Costa Rica, Peru, 

Suriname, Vanuatu and Kenya. The 

project seeks to strengthen and 

broaden stakeholder engagement 

for Reducing Emissions from 

Deforestation and forest 

Degradation (REDD+). 

This project also suppor ts 

the five countries mentioned 

above to implement stakeholder 

engagement components of their 

Forest Carbon Par tnership Facility 

(FCPF) Readiness Preparation 

Proposals (R-PPs) and Emissions 

Reductions Programs (ER 

Programs). In Kenya, the project 

is implemented by the EAWLS 

and the International Union for 

conservation of Nature, Eastern 

and Southern Africa Regional 

Of fice (IUCN-ESARO.) 

Kenya’s priority areas of focus 

for REDD+ are categorized into four 

areas as follows:

1. Reducing pressure to clear 

forests for agriculture, 

settlements and other land 

uses;

2. Promoting sustainable utilization 

of forests by promoting 

ef ficiency and energy 

conservation;

3. Improving governance in the 

forest sector  by strengthening 

national capacity for Forest Law 

By Jackson Bambo - Kenya Forests Working Group 

WISE REDD+ Regional 
Stakeholder Workshops
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 “The Forest sector in Kenya is divided into ten 
conservancies and they include Nairobi, Mau, 
Western, Nyanza, North Rift, Ewaso North, North 
Eastern, Coast, Eastern, and Central Highlands”.

Enforcement and Governance , 

advocacy and awareness;

4. Enhancement of carbon 

stocks through forestation /

Reforestation, and addressing 

the fire problems.

The priorities above formed the 

basis of four regional consultative 

workshops that targeted 

stakeholders from Nor th Rift/

Western, Coast, Mau and Central 

Highlands Conservancies in the 

forest sector. The four workshops 

held on 24th July, 13th August, 

27th August and 3rd September 

2014 in Eldoret, Mombasa, Nakuru 

and Nyeri respectively; had an 

objective of sharing information 

on REDD+ and understanding 

project strategies and planned 

activities. Discussions revolved 

around stakeholder engagement 

in REDD+ processes, mapping of 

key stakeholders and how to reach 

them. 

Fur ther to this, Kenya’s component 

in enhancing stakeholder 

engagement focuses on three 

main activities including: Strategic 

Environmental and Social 

Assessment for REDD+, ongoing 

analytical work related to REDD+ 

and activities targeted to sensitize 

various stakeholders on REDD+ 

processes in the Country.

Diverse stakeholders who have 

interest in REDD+ processes 

in the country attended the 

workshops including government 

of ficials from Kenya Forest 

Service (KFS), Depar tment of 

Agriculture and County Government 

representatives, Civil Society 

Organizations, pastoralists, private 

sector, vulnerable and marginalized 

communities (Ogiek, Awer, Boni, 

Yaaku and Sengwer) among others.
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Online Payment
Use this link: www.eawildlife.org/join/payonline  and follow the easy and secure process

MPESA
Pay bill business Number: 502300

Enter ‘NEW’ for new members under the account number on the paybill option

CHEqUES 
Be made payable to: East African Wild Life Society

Payment Options

Complete the form below and return it to us with your subscription using your preferred mode and be part of a generation making a difference in the environment that we live in today and for posterity. 

New Member enrolled by:

Name: 

Mobile:

Email: 

Or join online. www.eawildlife.org

INDIVIDUAL
ASSOCIATE

INDIVIDUAL
REGULAR

INDIVIDUAL
DONOR

FAMILY
MEMBERSHIP

CORPORATE
REGULAR

CORPORATE
DONOR

Become a Member or Renew
If you wish to join as a new member, please visit our membership page through this link;

or click here to pay online https://www.eawildlife.org/join/onlinepayment/joinorrenewmembership.

* This membership category applies to those below 30 years of age
** Family membership category includes children below 18 years

Rates include postage costs (by airmail to members outside East 
Africa|) for SWARA magazine.

IMPORTANT FOR OVERSEAS MEMBERS
Completed forms with payments must for security reasons be sent c/o one of these Society Representatives:
USA: EAWLS c/o Harry and Carol Ewel, 200 Lyell Avenue - Specerport NY 14559 - 1839 USA
EUROPE: c/o Bruce Liggitt; Fauna and Flora International (FFI); 4th Floor Jupiter House Station Rd Cambridge CB1 2JD UK
THE NETHERLANDS: EAWLS c/o Johan Elzenga Stichting EAWLS Nederland Ridderhoflaan 372396 CJ Koudekerk a/d Rijn
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Members & Members’ Guests   
Lecture only       - 1000/-
Lecture & Dinner - 2,200/-

Programme
6.30: pm Bar Available
7.00: pm Lecture starts

EAST AFRICAN WILD LIFE SOCIETY IMRE LOEFLER LECTURE 

This talk will interest anyone who would like to know more about the major developments that are under 
way in the Turkana Basin, and how these will be changing the Lake Turkana that we know today.  Lake 
Turkana lies within the north / south string of ecologically diverse Rift Valley lakes found between the Red 
Sea and Mozambique. This is Kenya’s biggest lake, and the world’s largest desert lake.  It is unique, and 
is a monument to climate change. The lake was once much larger, being 100 metres deeper than today, 
extending over 100 kilometres into Ethiopia, and spilling into the Nile Basin. 

The lake ecology is Nile based, with its own endemic species too. Less than 200mm rainfall falls on the lake 
each year. The lake is over 200 km long, and nearly 20 cubic kilometres of water evaporate from its surface 
each year. The lake’s umbilical cord is the Omo River, a huge perennial river from the Ethiopia highlands. 
The Omo River on its own carries almost as much water as all of Kenya’s perennial rivers combined.   Huge 
irrigation developments are being constructed in the Lower Omo.  The planned agricultural development 
in Lower Omo will cover an area nearly three times the currently irrigated area in the whole of Kenya. The 
water needs of the Lower Omo’s planned developments will stifle Lake Turkana’s umbilical cord, and the lake 
will shrink and its ecology and fisheries will be destroyed.

By SEAN AVERY
WEDNESDAY 5TH NOVEMBER 2014 

KAREN COUNTRY CLUB AT THE UPSTAIRS LOUNGE

LAKE TURKANA
KENYA’S BIGGEST LAKE:  AN AFRICAN ARAL SEA DISASTER IN THE MAKING? 
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The talk looks at the history of the Mara Conservancies, the current situation and the challenges we face 
moving forward. At present over 200,000 acres of private land is formally protected outside the Maasai Mara 
National Reserve and there are new conservancies being established each year and as a result this acreage 
is growing with another 35,000 acres becoming operational in January 2015. These conservancies provide 
the Reserve with a critical buffer, 2000 - 3000 Maasai families a direct income and tourism operators a 
low impact, high value destination. However land fragmentation, changing lifestyles and a dependance on 
tourism for revenue creates challenges that need to be met for this wonderful area to thrive. 

Justin Heath has spent the last 4 years running conservancies in the Greater Maasai Mara. Until March 2014 
he was running the 50,000 acre Naboisho Conservancy and now oversees 3 conservancies (Mara North, Ol 
Chorro Oirowua and Naboisho.) covering 139,000 acres.


