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I
n recognition that solutions 

to poaching will require 

government to government 

collaboration, and that the current 

situation remains dire, the Chinese 

Government on 15th August 2014 

donated anti-poaching equipment 

to the East African Wild Life Society 

and the Mara Conservation Fund. 

The Vice Chairman of EAWLS, Mr. 

Joe Kibe received the donation 

on behalf of EAWLS and MCF. The 

occasion was witnessed by the 

Chinese Ambassador to Kenya, Dr. 

Liu Xianfa and the Kenya Wildlife 

EAWLS and MCF receives Anti-Poaching 
Equipment on behalf of four Community 
Conservancies from the Chinese Government

By Michael Gachanja - Director East African Wild Life Society (EAWLS)

Service Acting Director General, 

Mr. William Kiprono. Other guests 

included the EAWLS Director, 

Michael Gachanja, MCF Chairman, 

Mr. Zhuo Qiang “Simba” and 

Director of Lusaka Agreement Task 

Force, Mr. Bonaventure Ebayi.  

The equipment will enhance 

security cover for wildlife through 

targeted patrols by Community 

Conservancies in Nor thern 

Rangelands and Nor th Coast 

and facilitate implementation of a 

standardized system for monitoring 

elephant in the two areas. The 

four beneficiaries of Por table tents, 

Camel back packs, Sleeping bags, 

Binoculars, GPS and Unit huts for 

radio room and of fice sets are; 

Nasuulu, Leparua, Nakuprat-Gotu 

and Ndera community wildlife 

conservancies. 

Top: Signing of the Donation Certificate 
by Counsellor Tian Lin, Deputy Chief of 
Mission, Chinese Embassy and Joseph 
Kibe, Vice Chairman of East African Wild 
Life Society

Bottom: Inspection of the donated goods 
by William Kiprono, Acting Director 
General, Kenya Wildlife Service and the 
Chinese Ambassador, Dr. H.E. Amb. Liu 
Xianfa
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A section of the ground water Kibwezi forest that appeared to be dying due to 
insufficient water flow from the springs.

T
he October- December 

2012 issue of the newsletter 

featured an ar ticle on Umani 

Springs located in Kibwezi forest. 

The issues highlighted in the 

ar ticle reiterated those in the April- 

June 2012 issue of the SWARA 

magazine. The main concerns 

raised in both ar ticles focused on 

the survival of the springs in order 

to keep the ecosystem alive and 

functioning. 

Several ef for ts have been made 

to ensure that these concerns 

are addressed. These ef for ts all 

culminated into a legal journey 

that the communities in Kibwezi 

unanimously agreed on and as 

such requested for assistance 

from East African Wild Life Society 

(EAWLS) and her par tners. As we 

all keep track of events, we must 

have noted the call for comments 

published in the Daily Nation on 

Friday 27th June 2014, “Notice to 

the public to submit comments 

on an Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) study repor t for 

proposed Umanyi-Mtito Andei 

water supply project in Kibwezi 

District” Yes, this is it, the water 

supply project that draws its water 

from the Umani springs to supply 

to Mtito Andei. One may wonder 

why the call for comments at this 

point in time when the project 

already kicked of f and impacts felt 

by the users of the services from 

this ecosystem.

As we ponder on that, EAWLS 

responded to this call for comments 

through a letter dated 10th July 

2014. The letter reiterates the 

sentiments of many stakeholders; 

that this water supply project was 

not viable and re-emphasized 

the results of an independent 

peer review under taken by a 

professionally qualified water 

resources engineer and hydrologist. 

His conclusions on this project;

1. The EIA study repor t and water 

supply hydrological assessment 

for this project did not take 

into account the considerable 

available historical hydrological 

database and as such reached 

a wrong conclusion of water 

availability. The analysis for 

this water supply project was 

based on a single discharge 

measurement for Umani springs 

dated 12th July 2010. The 

discharge value of 0.954m3/

second on that date is out 

of character with the entire 

discharge records for the 

springs. In comparison to the 

Water Resources Management 

Authority (WRMA) gauging 

sheet for this date, it was 

confirmed that velocities 

measured were excessive and 

hence the erroneous data. 

2. The highest recorded discharge 

The Struggle for Survival of 
Umani Springs Continues
By Catherine Yaa - Kenya Wetlands Forum
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	   A section of Umani springs before its waters get to the off take point in Kibwezi forest.

from published flow records 

at Umani springs dating from 

1953 reflect a measure of 

0.2m3/second, basically a fifth 

of 0.954m3/second discharge 

adopted by the project designs.

3. The adopted spring discharge 

of 0.954m3/ second is 16 times 

the amount of water actually 

discharging at the springs in 

May 2012 (0.056m3/second) 

and 17 times the amount in 

October 2013 (0.059m3/second). 

The project design assumed a 

water surplus and yet the reality 

is a major water deficit evident 

at the springs.

4. Flow measurements show that 

since 2012, there has been 

insuf ficient water from the 

springs to meet existing permit 

allocations. Observations in 

October 2013 showed the entire 

spring discharge abstracted 

through existing pipelines 

operating well below capacity. 

This means that there was no 

environmental flow and as such 

the ponds associated with the 

springs were totally dried up 

and the groundwater Kibwezi 

forest dependent on the 

springs, stressed and appeared 

to be dying.

5. Records reflect that low flows 

prevailing since 2012 have 

occurred in the past more so in 

1970s and early 1980s. These 

are foreseeable in project 

designs. Current level of low 

flows meets less than 50% of 

the existing water allocations 

and cannot accommodate 

fur ther water abstraction 

allocations such as the Umani 

	  

The plaque in Kibwezi Forest near the 
off-take at Umani Springs reflecting 
details on the launch of phase one of the 
Umani- Mtito Andei Water supply project.

to Mtito Andei water supply 

project.

This is coupled with the fact that 

the water supply project was 

constructed without the National 

Environment Management 

Authority (NEMA) EIA license 

contrary to the provisions of the 

Environment Management and 

Co-ordination Act. The Water 

Resources Management rules 

specify that a NEMA EIA license 

is amongst the requirements to 

accompany any water permit 

application. Notwithstanding, 

the lack of the mandatory EIA 

license, water permit number was 

authorized hence defeating the 

regulatory purpose intended by the 

legislation. 

With the on-going legal journey on 

course, we seem to be moving in 

a positive direction as one of the 

responding government agencies 

critically evaluated the situation 

and do agree that the concerns 

raised on the water supply project 

are valid and they suppor t the 

communities on this one. However, 

questions still linger on our minds, 

how will the environmental 

damage be redeemed; the 

integrity and functions of the 

ecosystem. Are there suf ficient 

alternative sources of water that 

can be considered to meet the 

demands of the ever growing 

population and of course suppor t 

biodiversity? 
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prestigious hotels and lodges plus other prizes .

for more info on getting involved 
in our recruitment campaign:

email:  info@eawildlife.org    
 tel: 020 2106574 / 0734 600 632 / 0708 575 554 

monday - friday: 8.30 a.m - 5 p.m only

JoininG  membership  by mpesa
1.  select ‘lipa na mpesa’    
2.  select ‘pay bill’   
3.  enter business number 502300   
4.  enter account number and write neW
5.  enter the amount
6.  Enter your PIN AND Confirm details & press OK
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conserVation and toUrist destination areas
•  BE PArt Of A grEAt gENErAtION mAKINg A DIffErENCE
 by sUpportinG conserVation

this campaiGn is made possible With the sUpport of oUr oUr partners beloW:
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T
he phrase ‘rice plantation’ 

rightly evokes the thought 

of a large scale cereal 

production enterprise that serves 

to sustain humans and associated 

wildlife par ticularly birds. The latter 

comprising of seedeaters arrive to 

peck on the bountiful rice grains 

while waterbirds come to gorge 

on the worms in the mire as 

they enjoy a bath in the flooded 

paddy fields. Then again these 

flocks of seedeaters and waders 

appeal to predators including the 

predatory class of birds known as 

raptors but also impor tantly, MAN. 

Man as the deadliest predator 

procures the wild bird prey through 

indiscriminate and deliberate 

poison-baiting! 

Poison baiting
A study I conducted in 2009 found 

that at least 3186 of 8659 birds 

exposed to poison bait died. 8 

were palaearctic migrants and 

25 were afro-tropical species. 

The Near threatened Black-tailed 

Godwit, Limosa limosa was 

the most af fected palaearctic 

species while the African Openbill; 

Anastomous lameligerus suf fered 

most of the afro-tropical species.

Specialist poachers lace various 

bird meal items including rice 

grains, termites, small fishes and 

snails with pesticide poison. 

Carbofuran was the predominantly 

used poison for at least 2 decades 

until 2009 when a campaign 

spearheaded by a Kenyan NGO, 

WildlifeDirect compelled the US 

manufacturer FMC to withdraw 

their carbofuran product, Furadan 

and buy-back already supplied 

stocks. Several unknown products 

and counter feits packaged as the 

traditional Furadan 5G are still in 

circulation at Bunyala and sold 

discretely to poachers who use 

them to poison birds.

Perharps the most sophisticated 

poison-baiting is that of the 

African Openbill. The Openbill 

mostly specializes on snail feeding 

par ticularly the Pila ovata snail that 

is abundant at the locale. Poachers 

put poison granules in the shell 

that serves as the snail’s mobile 

home which is consumed when 

the Openbill snips the snail out 

of the shell and eats it. However, 

the targeted Openbills are lured at 

two levels: first poachers scatter 

poison-laced bait on the field then 

stage captive live decoy Openbills 

to deceive others as already 

feeding subjects. But as the duped 

birds gorge to their death, the 

decoys are spared as their bills are 

tied up to prevent feeding while 

By Martin Odino - Raptor Working Group of Nature Kenya 
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Gathered, poisoned Fulvous Whistling ducks.
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their flight is impeded by tying up 

their legs and removal of flight 

feathers.

Bird monitoring
Star ting 2012, a team of 10 local 

scouts has been doing basic 

monitoring against poisoning and 

collection of basic information 

including observed species, 

locality, detected poisonings and 

prevented poisonings. Generally, 

their obvious presence discourages 

poisoning with encountered 

poachers advised against the 

habit. The result has been a 

decline in poisoning s from nearly 

daily pre-September 2012 to just 

34 poisoning incidents and 142 

prevented cases in 2013. So far, no 

incidents have been observed this 

year. It however does not mean 

there is no poisoning and we 

have therefore introduced a raptor 

monitoring scheme just in case 

the poachers are secretly getting 

away with the poisoning and over 

time the numbers and varieties of 

the raptors if declining may point to 

continued, background poisoning.

	  

Avitourism dream
Bunyala rice plantation boasts at 

least 200 bird species including 

25 species of birds of prey and 

may be the only site that you 

could be guaranteed to see the 

Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle whose 

status in Kenya yet remains 

though arguable following regular 

sightings in Bunyala and environs 

vagrant and uncer tain. Then again 

Bunyala has its regular, unique 

surprises including recent sightings 

of the out of range Yellowlegs and 

Madagascar Pratincoles. We aim 

to harness into this rich avifauna 

and the monitoring by local scouts 

constitutes their mentorship into 

future local guides of course 

alongside rigorous marketing of the 

site.

This work is suppor ted by 

Ruf ford Foundation (1st & 2nd 

grants), African Bird Club, Raptor 

Research Foundation’s Leslie 

Brown Memorial Grant, Crowder-

Messersmith Conservation Fund 

of the Audubon Naturalist Society, 

Van Tienhoven Foundation for 

International Nature Protection and 

the Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists 

Inc. Through the Kenya Wildlife 

Conservation Forum (KWCF) July 

2014 monthly meeting, the plight of 

the birds in Bunyala was shared by 

the author. 

	  

Top: Apprehending a poacher and recovery of a live duck. 
Below: A flock of Ruffs, about to roost at Bunyala Rice scheme.
Top Right: Martin Odino and raptor survey’s local team.
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K
enya’s Constitution 

devolves significant 

governance responsibilities 

to the county level, and this 

includes the management of 

natural resources. As each county 

formulates their own legislation to 

regulate natural resource use, it 

is essential that all stakeholders’ 

inputs are considered in this 

process. This will in turn help to 

shape county-level operations. 

The East African Wild Life Society 

(EAWLS) is spearheading an 

ambitious pilot programme to 

encourage multi-stakeholder 

engagement par ticularly from the 

community level to par ticipate in 

the development and ongoing 

monitoring of county natural 

resource policies, legislation and 

administration. So far these forums 

have served as a bridge between 

local and county circles, by making 

impor tant information accessible 

to community members while 

also bringing local opinions and 

voices to county and national level 

policy discussions. These forums 

are already influencing county 

decisions and legislation, and they 

are also contributing to national-

level dialogue about natural 

resource management and use in 

Kenya.  

 

To enable this process, EAWLS 

has helped establish four county 

natural resource networks 

in Laikipia, Samburu, Kwale 

and Nakuru counties, three of 

which have become registered 

community based organizations 

while one is still operating as a 

lose network. The networks have 

members drawn from communities 

including Community-Based 

Organizations (CBOs), Civil Society 

Organizations (CSOs) and other 

local, national and international 

Non-Governmental Organizations 

(NGOs), the private sector; and 

county and national government 

institutions.

The networks have par ticipated 

in county level policy formulation, 

Promoting Natural Resource 
Management in Counties through 
County Natural Resource Networks

By Celline Achieng - Kenya Wildlife Conservation Forum   

	  

SACONARF members paying a courtesy call to the governor in Samburu County.
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County Governors are happy with the networks

In speeches to the networks, the Governors from Laikipia, Nakuru 

and Kwale all said they were happy to work with a diverse group 

of stakeholders that can link their county governments to local 

communities and can provide technical exper tise on natural resource 

issues.

“I am happy to have an active partner who will make our 
entry into communities easy.  Laikipia Network has paved 
the way for us.”

directly contributing to four pieces 

of legislation, including the Laikipia 

County Wildlife Conservation and 

Management Bill, the Nakuru 

Environment Action Plan and 

even the National Mining and 

Geology Bill. Thanks to input from 

the networks, these bills bring 

attention to the role of community 

natural resource management 

and the need for benefit 

sharing among all stakeholders. 

Additionally, all the four networks 

gave recommendations on ways 

that their County Integrated 

Development Plans (CIDP) 

can address natural resource 

challenges to help their counties 

benefit from natural resources 

while sustainably managing them.

Despite these achievements, the 

process of network formation 

and operation has had several 

challenges. Generally, counties in 

	  

Kenya span over vast geographical 

areas and it is very dif ficult to 

reach each and every par t of a 

county. In consideration of this, 

the networks devised a method 

of having rotational meetings in 

sub-counties so as to reach as 

many stakeholders as possible. 

Additionally, limited financial 

resources are af fecting attendance 

in most meetings since a number 

of stakeholders cannot af ford to 

pay for transpor t to the meeting 

venues. Fur ther, the networks were 

formed at a time when county 

administration was just being set 

up hence a number of champions 

in natural resource management 

who had been identified took up 

administrative and political roles 

within the county governments. 

These transitions left gaps 

par ticularly with regard to network 

coordinators and executive 

Laikipia County Governor addressing members of LAICONAR at a workshop in Nanyuki.
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committee members hence delays 

in under taking cer tain activities.

EAWLS has learned a number of 

lessons through implementation 

of this project. One, is that as 

much as there are champions in 

natural resource management, 

they are scattered and doing 

work in compar tments and 

disjointedly. This calls for synergy 

hence EAWLS initiative to form the 

county natural resource networks 

brought stakeholders together 

towards achieving a common goal. 

Two, there are oppor tunities for 

the Civil Society to work with the 

county governments since county 

governments are establishing new 

projects and or programmes and 

need par tners to work with. In this 

regard, EAWLS took the initiative 

to encourage the networks to 

visit county government of fices 

and introduce themselves. 

However, the networks were 

advised not to lose track of their 

advocacy objective since it is 

possible to become submissive 

to county government demands 

thus forgetting the oversight role 

required of the Civil Society. All the 

four county governors and their 

relevant of fices know the county 

natural resource networks including 

their composition, objectives and 

activities.

Three, it is impor tant to address 

the aspect of sustainability and 

ownership from the onset of 

network formation. EAWLS did 

this by doing a rapid assessment 

of prospective institutions to 

determine how useful these 

networks will be. Besides, EAWLS 

introduced the aspect of ownership 

by allowing the networks to 

formulate their own constitutions 

in a par ticipatory manner thus 

defining their governance and 

operation systems. Fur thermore, 

EAWLS has trained the networks in 

various aspects including resource 

mobilization to ensure sustainability 

at the end of the project period.

Last but not least is that for 

networks to achieve their 

objectives, synergy among 

par tners is very impor tant. 

EAWLS promoted this by carrying 

out an Organizational Needs 

Assessment (ONA) for the 

networks and recommended areas 

of improvement as presented 

in an action plan. With this, 

EAWLS then encouraged the 

networks to seek human and 

financial resources from par tners 

to implement specific activities. 

As a result, the Institute for Law 

and Environmental Governance 

(ILEG) funded the development 

and launch of a Strategic Plan for 

Kwale County Natural Resource 

Network (KCNRN). The World 

Wide for Nature (WWF) and the 

Centre for Training and Integrated 

Research in ASAL Development 

(CETRAD) have been training 

KCNRN and Laikipia County Natural 

Resource Network (LAICONAR), 

respectively. It is hoped that as the 

networks continue to implement 

their activities more par tners and 

donors will come on board to aid 

them in achieving their objectives.

Members of Nakuru County Natural Resource Forum ( NACNAREF ) attending a strategic meeting at a Nakuru hotel.
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R
ecognizing the severity of 

the impacts of the illegal 

timber trade on human 

livelihoods and the direct economic 

losses of revenue for Africa 

estimated at least USD 17 billion 

per year,  East African Wildlife 

Society has been par tnering 

with Tanzania Natural Resource 

Forum (TNRF), WWF’s Coastal East 

Africa Global Initiative (WWF-

CEAGI) and TRAFFIC; the wild 

life trade monitoring network to 

bring together stakeholders from 

government forest agencies and 

Non-Governmental Organizations 

in Kenya and Tanzania, 

intergovernmental bodies, private 

sector, communities, media and 

regional economic commissions 

through various regional workshops 

and forums. These forums and 

workshops seek to influence 

current and future interventions on 

timber trade through sharing new 

information and aims to develop an 

agreed set of actions, identify and 

coordinate solutions to the illegal 

and unsustainable trade in timber, 

review ongoing and planned 

timber trade studies and initiatives, 

receive updates from government, 

private sector and civil society, and 

identify priority actions.

 The main output of this strategic 

par tnership is a Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU) for 

East Africa Timber Trade 
Stakeholders’ Forum
By Jackson Bambo - Kenya Forests Working Group

cooperation and harmonization of 

policies, procedures and operations 

between Kenya and Tanzania and 

which is yet to be signed between 

Kenya Forest Service (KFS) and 

Tanzania Forest Service (TFS). In 

the meantime stakeholders have 

committed themselves to working 

together to address the following 

areas of concern:

 1.  Improve the accessibility of 

information, credibility of data 

and monitoring systems;  

2.  Promote incentives for a 

legal and sustainable timber 

production and trade;  

3.  Counter illegal timber 

trade through improving 

the ef fectiveness of law 

enforcement and  

4.  Strengthen intergovernmental 

cooperation and collaboration 

between relevant par tners 

and in par ticular the 

strengthened engagement of 

Southern African Development 

Community (SADC) and the East 

African Community (EAC).

The above commitments are based 

on an understanding that to reverse 

these negative impacts there is 

need for better knowledge of how 

the illegal trade functions at various 

scales, need for improved law 

enforcement and positive incentives 

for a legal and sustainable trade. 

Stakeholders from Kenya and Tanzania engaging on discussion on cross border 
timber trade.
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By Liz Njiru

East African Wild Life Society (EAWLS)
EAWLS staff visit lake baringo, bogoria and Nakuru

The group posses for a picture at the Island of Love
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“Fun in the wild”, the common 
agenda for 30 SWARA welfare fund 
members that began unfolding 
on Saturday 9th August 2014 as 
the clear blue skyline smiled at 
us and blessing the journey. Our 
destination; Lake Baringo, a first for 
many and for others the company 
was what made the trip wor th 
taking par t in. Chuckles, laughs, 
songs and the clicking of cameras 
were the sounds that were heard 
through-out the trip. Everyone was 
looking forward to discovering the 
gems that we more often than 
not view at a distance and pass 
by up, close and candid. Yes, The 
joy of local tourism. Time being our 
subject, we enjoyed every minute 
as we drove by the beautiful lands 
and hills.

We finally arrived at our 
destination, the majestic Lake 
Baringo, surrounded by volcanic 

ranges which stretch as far as the 
eye can see and numerous islands, 
a breathtaking site to behold for 
any one. The lake plays host to 
hippos, crocodiles and numerous 
bird and fish species.  A briefing 
from Alphonse Rono, our guide for 
the afternoon, told of the seven 
islands the lake hosts including; 
Laskut Island (Devils Island), 
Kokuwa Island, Samatian Island, 
Ngiteng Island, Rongea Island, 
Ruko Island and  Baromolok Island  
commonly known as the Island 
of love. Each of these Islands is 
unique due to their features and 
biodiversity they host.  

We then headed out for a boat 
ride; of f to the Island of love an 
exhilarating feeling engulfing us 
all as boats propeller sounds filled 
the air and our eyes lost in the 
beauty that we saw all around 
us. Some homes and hotels had 

fallen victim to Lake Baringo’s rising 
water levels over a year ago, bare 
trees and silvery shrubs, stood 
out of the water, an indication 
of where land was before. The 
islands stood resilient, we savoured 
every moment, pictures were not 
enough to capture the beauty and 
we hoped that our eyes would 
capture everything we saw. We 
then visited the reptile park, which 
was moved from its original place 
due to flooding, where members 
got a chance to have a python 
wrap itself around their necks as 
they snapped away the moment, 
I must say this was only for the 
courageous! 

Next stop; Lake Bogoria, racing 
against all odds to make it there on 
time, now time was master and we 
were only its servants and at its 
mercy, hoping against all odds that 
it would wind slowly, as we had a 

Team Colobus jumps af ter winning a team building exercise at Menengai Crater
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lot to do. We didn’t make our stop 
over at Marigat town for lunch, 
as a team we needed to fulfil our 
mission of viewing three lakes so 
we for feited this for Lake Bogoria. 
A brief stop-over at Lake Bogoria 
of fices, a cour tesy call and a well 
guided tour by John Bereke saw 
us not only make it in time for the 
sunset on the beautiful Bogoria but 
also see a rainbow appear behind 
the hills. The lake still plays host 
to the lesser and greater flamingo 
species, though at a declined level. 
We are told that the rise in water 
levels reduces the salt levels in turn 
af fecting the amounts of algae in 

the lake which the flamingos feed 
on. Never theless, the experience 
of a closer view of the beauty 
of these birds as they took shor t 
flights in unison was amazing. We 
were not the only visitors, Chinese 
tourists were numerous and we 
joined them in waiting for the 
pink sunset on the lake, but this 
was not to be, as the cloud cover 
took charge of the skyline and it 
threatened to rain.

We speedily headed to the bus 
and left for Lake Bogoria Spa 
resor t, an EAWLS corporate 
donor. Gideon Bett and Richard 

Rono headed the 
delegation that gave 
our quar terly SWARA 
magazines to the Lake 
Bogoria Spa Resor t 
management. It is 
said that knowledge 
is power, but it is more 
power ful if shared 
with others; the 

one agenda that this delegation 
had in mind as they gave the 
SWARA magazines that hold a 
wealth of information on diverse 
environmental issues that stem 
from dif ferent par ts of the globe. 
We then left for Nakuru town as 
darkness had already set it. The 
team was low in energy but high 
in spirits and kept their morale up 
through singing and it gave more 
reason why we should sign up 
for the Ultimate Choir competition. 
After a lovely dinner at 10pm, we 
headed for a good night rest at 
11pm looking forward to what the 
next day held for us.

Sunday 10th August 2014, the sky 
was smiling at us again, we knew 
it would be a good day; the clear 
skies were a constant confirmation 
that this trip had to be successful. 
An early morning ride through 
the Lake Nakuru National Park, 
dominated by a gentle undulating 
terrain with open bush and 

Team prepares for a boat r ide at Lake Baringo
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woodlands, typical of the dry rift 

valley vegetation, we managed 

to see buf falos, eagles, baboons, 

rhinos, bush bucks...an endless 

list....indeed Kenya is a beautiful 

country. After the game drive, 

hunger was knocking hard not only 

for a sumptuous breakfast but to 

feed our eyes with more beautiful 

sceneries as we headed for 

Menengai Crater, a massive shield 

volcano that is the largest volcanic 

caldera in the world and second 

largest crater after Ngorongoro 

crater in Tanzania. We made a 

brief stop-over at Menengai Forest 

Station and headed for Menengai 

Caldera View point through a 

well guided trip by members 

of Menengai Community Forest 

Association (MECoFA)

A team building exercise was 

necessary and we used Kenya 

Forest Service camp site to carry 

out this noble exercise, after which 

we then proceeded to have a 

well-deserved meal in Lanet town 

and headed for Nairobi at 4pm 

amid heavy rain.

Special thank you goes to East 

African Wild Life Society, Wetlands 

International Kenya Of fice, 

Institute of Environment and Water 

Management and Fauna & Flora 

International for their financial 

suppor t towards making this event 

a success. We cannot simplify the 

role played by our par tners and 

sponsors, Kenya Wildlife Service, 

Kenya Forest Service, Lake Bogoria 

Spa Resor t, Lake Baringo team 

lead by Alfonse Rono and Alpine 

Hotel, Nakuru; their role was critical 

in every way making the trip a 

huge success and a memorial 

reference for all members in the 

trip.

Last but not least, a thank you 

to the SWARA welfare fund for 

turning up in large numbers, for 

your patience and accommodation, 

your presence made the trip truly 

memorable in every way. You are 

all the best! 

As for me, looking back at my 

life’s voyage, I can only say that 

this was a golden trip and in the 

words of John Hope Franklin “We 

must go beyond textbooks, go out 

into the bypaths and untrodden 

depths of the wilderness and travel 

and explore and tell the world 

the glories of our journey”. So the 

journey has just begun for us, the 

next question from me is, where 

next as I challenge you all to know 

our country?

It was al l about set t ing the pace as a team 

for a bonding session at Menengai crater

David Kuria shrieks in fear as 

the python dangles on his neck

EAWLS staff handing over SWARA magazines to 
the Management of Lake Bogoria Spa Resort
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