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APRIL - JUNE    2015 THE VOICE OF CONSERVATION IN EAST AFRICA

The Government of Kenya 
is implementing an 
ambitious programme to 

expand its road network while 
modernizing its rail system. In the 
last 5 years, Kenyans have seen 
the construction of the Northern, 
Eastern and Southern Bypasses as 
well as the current construction of 
the Standard Gauge Railway.

These developments should 
be pictured in the context of the 
Nairobi National Park that prides 
itself in being the only wildlife park 
in a capital city, the biggest revenue 
earner in the Kenya Wildlife 
Service’s (KWS) suite of parks and a 
unique part of the fabric of Nairobi 
City home to lions, critically 
endangered bird species and the 
iconic rhino.

The Southern Bypass is a major 
transport artery linking Mombasa 
Road to the Nairobi-Nakuru 
Highway while the Standard 
Gauge Railway is a high-capacity 
transport system for both freight 
and passengers running from 
Mombasa to Malaba and onward 
to neighbouring countries; these 
two major developments risk 
annexing sections of the already-
fragile Nairobi National Park and 
the East African Wild Life Society 
(EAWLS) is lobbying for changes in 
their plans to protect the critical 
biodiversity within this Park.

In 2012, EAWLS in collaboration 
with the African Network for 
Animal Welfare (ANAW) and Dr. 
Paula Kahumbu, went to court to 
appeal the Kenya National Highway 
Authority’s (KeNHA) breach of 
a licence issued by the National 
Environment Management 
Authority (NEMA), which stated 
no encroachment of the park could 
take place with the construction 
of the Southern Bypass. We won 
the case and the construction 
continued without affecting the 
Park. KeNHA has now requested 
an alignment that will encroach 

By Nigel Hunter & Robert Magori 

Proposed alignment of Southern Bypass (2015)
Source:  KWS/KeNHA report
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into the park yet again. KeNHA 
states that the alignment curve 
is required to satisfy the Kenya 
Civil Aviation Authority (KCAA) 
requirement of having 500 metres 
clear ground from the end of the 
runway at Wilson Airport. 

The Standard Gauge Railway 
on the other hand is proposing 
to re-align the railway to see it 
running within the Nairobi National 
Park thus severing 80 hectares 
of this vital wildlife habitat. The 
re-alignment would appear to 
be justified on the grounds that 
it would be cheaper as it avoids 
having to deal with compensation 
and other costs that would be 
incurred in the private land context 
related to the original plan.

These two issues require 
different advocacy approaches 

and the EAWLS is in talks with 
different government authorities 
regarding the Southern Bypass 
and is awaiting confirmation on 
the alignment curve by KCAA. If it 
is confirmed that the 500 metre 
requirement is what is obligatory, 
then EAWLS will accept the 
alignment, provided alternative 
land is acquired and due legal 
process is followed. However, if 
KCAA confirm that less than 500 
metres is required, then EAWLS 
will push for the alignment curve 

 Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta and First Lady Margaret Kenyatta during a Standard Gauge Railway commissioning event.

to be reduced accordingly.
The Standard Gauge Railway 

due to its nature is slightly more 
complex, and we have started 
lobbying relevant authorities on 
the flawed cost analysis that was 
conducted that places no economic 
value to the Nairobi Park land. 
EAWLS is of the opinion that the 
routing option being proposed is 
rejected, and that construction 
should follow the original choice of 
route, which stayed outside of the 
park. 

Voice your opinions through: info@eawildlife.org  or 
through our Facebook page:  facebook.com/eawildlife and 

Twitter: @eawildlife
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Mobile: + 254 (0) 722 202 473 / + 254 (0) 734 600 632   Tel: + 254 20 3874145 / + 254 20 3871437

E-mail: info@eawildlife.org   Twitter: @SwaraMag   Facebook: www.facebook.com/eawildlife

www.eawildlife.org

You can boost your corporate visibility by putting 

your logo and contact details on our calendars.

 
Place your order today
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The Kenya Bird Map is giving an 
opportunity for bird enthusiasts 
to participate in determining the 

whereabouts of the different bird species 
in Kenya. 

This map is an internet-based bird 
database that employs citizen science to 
map where all the bird species in Kenya live 
and describe their distribution in real time. 
The mapping exercise is a follow-up of the 
work by Adrian Lewis and Derek Pomeroy 
about 30 years ago, whose book, A Bird 
Atlas of Kenya, provided a ‘snapshot’ of the 
distribution of birds in Kenya. 

The distribution of birds in Kenya has 
changed since the previous study was 
conducted, primarily because of habitat 
destruction and climate change among 
other factors, but it is not known to what 
extent. By pooling the effort of many 
citizen-scientist birders, the Kenya Bird 
Map will tell this story and in so doing 
provide a powerful tool for conservation.

To participate, you will need to register 
as an Observer and get an Observer 
Number to submit your bird records to 
the database. To do so, send your details 
(full name, telephone number, County of 
residence, postal address and email) to: 
kenyabirdmap@naturekenya.org .

If you would like to get involved, please 
visit http://www.naturekenya.org/
content/kenya-bird-map-0 for more 
information. 

The Kenya Bird Map is a project of the Bird 
Committee, spearheaded by the National 
Museums of Kenya, Nature Kenya, A Rocha 
Kenya and the Tropical Biology Association, 
with support from the Animal Demography 
Unit of the University of Cape Town. 

By Washington Wachira 
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Wasini Island in Kenya’s 
South Coast is 
synonymous with 

dolphins, pristine coral gardens, 
and colourful Swahili village 
safaris. Under the leadership 
of Wasini’s community level 
institution, the Wasini Beach 
Management Unit, the community 
here have positioned themselves 
as one of Kenya’s top marine 
ecotourism sites. 

The East African Wild Life Society 
(EAWLS) was instrumental in setting 
up the Wasini Beach Management 
Unit as well as organizing 
communities in this tiny Indian 
Ocean Island, it was therefore quite 
nostalgic when a visit back to Wasini 
to see how far this community has 
come was organized.  

On a rainy Monday morning, 
we set off with EAWLS’s South 
Coast partner, Fauna and Flora 
International (FFI) to make the 
long overdue trip to Wasini.

Upon arrival Ahmed Abubakar, 
the community’s chairperson 
graciously ushered us into his 
seaside office, regaling us with their 
recent activities.  It was evident 
that the community has been busy 
and has managed to secure two 
grants in partnership with African 
Nature Organisation (ANO) to 
ramp up conservation.  

Posters hanging on the walls of 
the well organised office outline 
the Wasini Beach Management 
Unit’s clear structure and active 
sub-committees. While they 
lack long-term funding for 
their patrolling systems, their 
monitoring books are up to date 
and follow formats implemented 
with EAWLS and FFI when formal 

management of this conservation 
area started in 2010. The 
magnitude of progress made in 
a few years is impressive, thanks 
in large part to the support from 
ANO who picked up from where 
EAWLS left off. 

The group’s Secretary, Juma 
Abdallah Omar explained that 
the Beach Management Unit is 
currently working with the Kenya 
Coastal Development Project 
and Kenyan Marine and Fisheries 
Research Institute on an innovative 
coral transplanting initiative, 
aimed at restoring the reefs 
degraded by destructive fishing. 
The community believes that 
restoring their reefs will improve 
their value for eco-tourism and 
increase catch for their fishers, the 
latter being particularly important 
as Kenya’s coastal tourism suffers. 

Before diving into the clear blue 
water to snorkel in their coral 

By Agatha Ogada
and Kate England
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restoration sites and wander 
through their mangrove boardwalk, 
the Chairman remarks that were 
it not for the foundation made 
with EAWLS, the community 
could not have come so far. For 
us, it was an affirmation of the 
signs around us: the legacy of 
EAWLS’s community-led approach 
to marine conservation had laid 
the foundations for a lively and 
effective community in Wasini.

While Wasini is considered a model 
of locally-led marine management 
amongst communities on Kenya’s 
south coast, the Chairman 
explained that like others, the 
communities have their work 
cut out.  They need sources of 
long-term sustainable financing, 
better monitoring, and to conduct 
stronger enforcement against 
illegal fishing in their management 
area in order to achieve their goals.

Until recently, EAWLS focused 
on launching and revising beach 
management plans, conducting 
livelihood planning and supporting 
community-based organisations on 
Kenya’s South Coast (in Shimoni, 
Kibuyuni, Mkwiro, Majoreni, Vanga, 
Bodo, and Funzi). 

Will community leadership 
ultimately save Kenya’s precious 
coral reef and marine fisheries 
resources? We think so.

It is estimated that Kenya’s 
charcoal industry is worth 
Ksh 30 billion with more 

than 200,000 people involved in 
production alone. The growing 
Kenyan population and its heavy 

dependence on fuelwood has seen 
charcoal production contributing 
immensely to deforestation. 

The East African Wild Life Society 
(EAWLS) through its experience 
in dryland conservation identified 
Kajiado and Kwale Counties as 
areas that produce large quantities 
of charcoal. This can be attributed 

By Celline Achieng’
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inform and educate its readers on 
key conservation issues from an 
objective viewpoint while providing 
a platform for informed debate.

Swara is the Kiswahili name for 
antelope, a common wild animal in 
the East African region. 

China-Africa cooperation 
continues to grow. By the 
end of 2013, the total trade 

had surged to USD 210 billion, 
21 times bigger than what was 
recorded in 2000. This cooperation 
and continued interest presents a 
rich ground for East African Wild 
Life Society (EAWLS) to spread 
its advocacy message to China 
on matters such as illegal wildlife 
trade.

With this in mind, the East 
African Wildlife Society (EAWLS) 
and the Mara Conservation Fund 
(MCF) with the support of the 
Embassy of the People’s Republic 
of China in the Republic of 
Kenya is producing the first-ever 
Swara magazine in Chinese. This 
publication is a major advocacy 
tool targeting Chinese nationals in 

to their close proximity to major 
cities with high demand for 
charcoal.

EAWLS chose to work with 
charcoal producers, as they are the 
first major actor in the charcoal 
market chain. Furthermore, they 
possess the greatest ability to 
effect lasting change. Adoption of 

alternative sources 
of livelihoods by 
charcoal producers 
can greatly ease 
pressure on forests 
in particular and 
ecosystems in 
general. Since 
charcoal production 
cannot be eradicated 
completely, EAWLS 
also champions 

the use of improved methods of 
charcoal production like the use of 
charcoal kilns. 

Working closely with National 
and County Governments, the 
EAWLS has worked with charcoal 
producers in identifying livelihood 
alternatives while imparting 
knowledge on key pieces of 

legislation such as the Charcoal 
Regulations of 2009. 

Local communities in Kwale and 
Kajiado counties of Kenya have 
been greatly empowered by EAWLS 
and one charcoal producer stated “I 
have realized that there are many 
alternative sources of livelihoods 
that can give me income without 
destroying the environment, unlike 
charcoal production. When I return 
home I will adopt chicken rearing 
as well as educate my community 
so that we can stop destroying the 
environment.” 

Charcoal producers in the two 
counties have opted to stop 
charcoal production and instead 
invest in other businesses like 
bee-keeping, chicken rearing, fish 
farming, and green-house farming. 

China as well as those working 
and living in Africa. This version 
of Swara will be a platform 
for dialogue, exchanges and 
sharing of best practices and 
lessons among the people of 
East Africa and China. 

It is envisaged that through 
it, there will be greater sharing 
of conservation information 
between East African and 
Chinese communities. This will 
lead to increased awareness 
and change of attitude and 
behaviour. 

The Swara magazine is 
published quarterly by the 
East African Wild Life Society 
(EAWLS). The history of this 
publication dates back to 1956 
when it was originally known as 
Africana, and in 1978 changed to 
Swara. Swara remains one of the 
most authoritative conservation 
voices in the region and serves to 

By Robert Magori
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Small-holder farming in Kenya 
is becoming increasingly 
difficult as a result of erratic 

rainfall patterns coupled with 
increased flooding and drought. 
Many of the small-holder farmers 
cannot attribute these challenges 
to climate change. Kenya Forests 
Working Group (KFWG) a sub-
committee of East African Wild 
Life Society is working with these 
farmers to improve their farming 
techniques to better adapt to these 
climatic changes.

Working closely with the 
Indigenous Information Network 
(IIN), the Kenya Forests Working 
Group (KFWG) is working in 
climate change vulnerable areas 
such as Narok County where 
with the support of the County 
Governments is disseminating 
information on best energy 
practices and improved livestock 
production methods in relation to 
climate change.

It is exciting that many farmers 
are now adapting new energy 
practices such as the use of energy 

By Leah Gichuki

saving cook stoves, biogas, charcoal 
kilns and solar while at the same 
time improving pasture production 
and storage, management of herds 
and livestock feed production. 
Beyond that, community groups 
such as the Sogoo Community 
Forest and Nature Association 
(SOCOFONA) are able to produce 
energy-saving cookstoves for sale 
thus subsidizing their income 
levels.

These farmers have 
demonstrated that climate change 
and its effects are real, but it is 
possible to adapt and improve their 
livelihoods. 
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Lecture & Canapés:
Members & Guests - 1,300/-
Lecture & Dinner - 2,800/-

 

By Colin Church
Wednesday 9th, September 2015 Muthaiga Country Club In The Ballroom                                     

Today’s Maasai warrior age group is changing embedded cultural ways across two 
million acres of rangeland.  
‘Run as Olympians into manhood instead of killing lions’.

This will be the centre subject of a talk by Colin Church, a member of the Maasai 
Olympics organizing committee and formerly Chairman of Rhino Ark management 
committee.

Programme:
6.30: pm  - Bar Available
7.00: pm  - Lecture Starts
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Change of Guard
After 6 years of exemplary 
service, the EAWLS bids farewell 
to Nigel Hunter who has served 
the Society in different capacities, 
first as Executive Director (2009 
– 2013) and then as Head of 
Communications and Development 
(2013 – 2015). Nigel will not entirely 
leave the Society as he will serve in 
the EAWLS Board as well as chair 
the Swara Editorial Board for a 
period of 6 months.

Taking over from Nigel as Head of 
Communications and Development 
is Robert Magori who joins the 
Society from the World Wide 
Fund for Nature (WWF). Robert is 
highly qualified with over 15 years’ 
experience in conservation. 

Join us in wishing Nigel the very 
best in his future endeavours and 
congratulating Robert on his new 
appointment.

By Dennis Sang
It was a thrilling adventure as East African Wild Life Society (EAWLS) staff 
together with different conservation organisations housed within the 
East African Wild Life Society’s compound experienced some of Kenya’s 
conservation areas and interacted with the nature and wildlife that make 
our work so much worthwhile.
At the turn of June, the group visited Umani Springs, deep in Kibwezi 
Forest of Makueni County, the source of water for a number of urban 
centres including Kibwezi and Voi towns. The group also visited Tsavo East 
National Park where they experienced a variety of wild animals in their 
natural habitat like the red dust elephant, buffaloes, lions, hyenas and 
birds like the secretary bird and the guinea fowl. Inside the park, there was 
a stopover at Mudanda Rock, a massive whale-backed rock, 1.5km long, 
and an excellent vantage point from which to survey the waters of the 
natural dam that lies at its foot. 
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They are reading SWara.  are you?

Get your copy in all leading Supermarkets and Bookstores  
For more info go to: www.eawildlife.org or write to: info@eawildlife.org

We have different categories for individuals and corporates. 
Visit our website: www.eawildlife.org for more information or you could write to

 our Membership Officer at: rose.chemweno@eawildlife.org
Mobile: + 254 (0) 722 202 473 / + 254 (0) 734 600 632     Tel: +254 20 3874145 / +254 20 3871437
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Individual Category

Student Membership (E-Category) Family Membership

Bronze Silver Gold
East Africa*
KSHS 3,000-9,000; USD 40-140; 
GBP 25-90; EUR 30-110

Africa
KSHS 1,000-2,500; USD 20-30; GBP 13-20; EUR 15-25

Outside Africa
USD 30-50; GBP 20-35; EUR 25-40

•	 One	copy	of	Swara	Magazine	in	digital	format	every	
quarter	(4	copies	per	year)

•  35% discount on all print Wiley Publications. For more 
info click this link: onlinelibrary.wiley.com

•	One	copy	of	Swara	Magazine	every	quarter
	 (4	copies	per	year)
•	 EAWLS	Bumper	Sticker
•	Discount	on	EAWLS	Merchandise
•	Discounted	access	to	all	Past	issues	of	Swara	Magazine	
since	1956	on	EAWLS	website.

Outside Africa*
USD 65-190; GBP 40-125; EUR 50-145

Rest of Africa
USD 55 - 145; GBP 35-95; EUR 40-110

East Africa
KSHS 10,000-19,000; USD 145-275;
GBP 95-175; EUR 110-210

Outside Africa
USD 200-340; GBP 130-225; EUR 160-265

Rest of Africa
USD 150 - 275; GBP 100-180; EUR 120-210

East Africa
KSHS 20,000-40,000; USD 280-450;
GBP 180-300; EUR 215-345

Africa
KSHS	4,500-10,000;	USD	65-150;	GBP 45-100; EUR 50-115

Outside Africa
USD 100-200; GBP	65-135;	EUR 75-155

Outside Africa
USD 350-500; GBP 230-335; EUR 270-385

• One copy of Swara Magazine every 
quarter 

• EAWLS Bumper Sticker
• Discount on EAWLS Merchandise
• Discounted access to over 50 years 

of Swara magazine archives on 
EAWLS website.

• Free admission for member plus 3 
guests to one EAWLS lecture and 
chance to meet speaker

• One free EAWLS Calendar (desk or 
wall)

• A beautifully designed, EAWLS 
Canvas tote bag on joining.

•  35% discount on all Wiley 
Publications. For more info click

 this link: onlinelibrary.wiley.com

Rest of Africa
USD 280-450; GBP 185-300; EUR 215-345

Membership Categories and Annual Rates

•	 One	copy	of	Swara	Magazine	every	
quarter	

•	 EAWLS	Bumper	Sticker	
•	 Discount	on	EAWLS	Merchandise
•	 Discounted	access	to	over	50	years	
of	Swara	magazine	archives	on	
EAWLS	website.

•  35% discount on all print Wiley 
Publications. For more info click

 this link: onlinelibrary.wiley.com

• One copy of Swara Magazine every 
quarter 

• EAWLS Bumper Sticker
• Discount on EAWLS Merchandise
• Discounted access to over 50 years 

of Swara magazine archives on 
EAWLS website.

• Free admission plus a guest to one 
EAWLS lecture

• One free EAWLS Calendar (desk or 
wall)

•  35% discount on all print Wiley 
Publications. For more info click

 this link: onlinelibrary.wiley.com

BenefitsBenefitsBenefits

* For Tanzania and Uganda bronze members, postage for Swara is 4 times higher than for Kenya. To assist in keeping the costs of Swara down, please add US15 to your membership fee, un-
less you are willing to accept the electronic version rather than a hard copy.  Thank you.
*For Bronze members from Outside Africa, please include an additional USD 25 to cater for bank transaction charges

Benefits Benefits

Why Support Us
By supporting EAWLS, you will be supporting our advocacy teams mission to safeguard, protect and conserve the habitat and 

wildlife on which the richness of your safari, the tourism industry and many jobs depend. As a member  of EAWLS you will be part of 
an organisation that uses its influence, reputation and respected voice to argue for the sound governance of our natural heritage for 

the benefit of all who live on it, through it and in it.
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Corporate Membership Categories And Annual Rates

Bronze Silver Gold
Africa
KSHS 20,000-55,000; USD	295-800
GBP 200-540; EUR 225-615

Outside Africa
USD	350-950;	
GBP	220-630;	EUR 270-730

•	 Upto	Five	(5)	copies	of	Swara	
Magazine	every	quarter

•		 EAWLS	Bumper	Stickers	
•		 Discount	on	EAWLS	Merchandise
•		 15%	Discounted	advertising	fee	in	
Swara

•		 Listing	on	the	EAWLS	website
•		 Free	admission	plus	a	guest	to	
one	EAWLS	lecture

•		 EAWLS	canvas	tote	bag	on	joining.
•		 Discounted	access	to	over	50	
years	of	Swara	magazine	archives	
on	EAWLS	website.

Africa
KSHS	60,000-100,000;	USD	$850-1,450
GBP 570-970; EUR 650-1,115

Outside Africa
USD 1,000-1,700; 
GBP	650-1,150;	EUR 750-1,300

•	 Upto	Ten	(10)	copies	of	Swara	
Magazine	every	quarter	

•		 EAWLS	Bumper	Stickers	
•		 Discount	on	EAWLS	Merchandise
•		 25%	Discounted	advertising	fee	in	
Swara

•		 Free	placement	of	your	logo	or	
name	on	the	home	page	of	the	
EAWLS	website.

•		 Free	admission	plus	3	guests	to	2	
EAWLS	lectures

•		 Upto	5	free	EAWLS	Calendars
•		 2	EAWLS	canvas	tote	bags	on	
joining.

•		 Free	access	to	all	Past	issues	of	
Swara	Magazine	since	1956	on	
EAWLS	website.

•		 Your	logo	in	the	Swara	Magazine	
and	EAWLS	Newsletter	circulated	to	
over	9,000	newsletter	subscribers.

Africa
KSHS 110,000-200,000; USD 1,500-3,000; 
GBP 1,000-2,000; EUR 1,150-2,300

Outside Africa
USD	1,750-4,000;
GBP	1,170-2,650;	EUR 1,350-3,050

•	 Upto	Fifteen	(15)	copies	of	Swara	
Magazine	every	quarter

•		EAWLS	Bumper	Stickers	
•		Discount	on	EAWLS	Merchandise
•		40%	Discounted	advertising	fee	in	
Swara

•		Free	placement	of	your	logo	or	
name	on	home	page	of	the	EAWLS	
website.

•	 Free	admission	plus	3	guests	to	2	
EAWLS	lectures

•		Upto	10	free	EAWLS	Calendars
•		4	EAWLS	canvas	tote	bags	on	
joining.

•		Free	access	to	all	Past	issues	of	
Swara	Magazine	since	1956	on	
EAWLS	website.

•		Your	logo	in	the	Swara	Magazine	
and	EAWLS	Newsletter	circulated	to	
over	9,000	newsletter	subscribers.

Benefits Benefits Benefits

*Within the band indicated, members may chose the amount they would like to subscribe
*All corporate members will be listed in Swara magazine under the respective membership category

My Membership Category:  (Tick box) 

Corporate

*Please quote seven (7) digit security number at the back of your card

FOR OnLInE PAyMEnTS: use this link: www.eawildlife.org/join/payonline
MPESA: Pay bill Number: 502300. Enter ‘nEW’ for new members under the account number on the paybill option
CHEQUES: Be made payable to: East African Wild Life Society

Enclosed is my cheque for                            made payable to the EAST AFRICAn WILD LIFE SOCIETy

Please debit my credit card for
no.

VISA MASTERCARD

Expiry Date:

*CARD CODE!!

My Location:      Country:

Name (Please print)      Address:

E-mail:         Postal Code:   

Tel     Date     Signature

Bronze Silver Gold

Individual
Bronze Silver Gold

Family Student

Completed forms with cheque payments to be made to: East African Wild Life Society, P.O.Box 20110, 00200, nairobi, Kenya 
Important For Overseas Members:	Completed	forms	with	payments	must	for	security	reasons	be	sent	c/o	one	of	these	Society	Representatives:	USA: EAWLS	c/o	Harry	and	Carol	Ewel,	200	Lyell	
Avenue	-	Specerport	NY	14559	-	1839	USA	EUROPE:	c/o	Ken	Richard;	Fauna	and	Flora	International	(FFI);	4th	Floor	Jupiter	House	Station	Rd	Cambridge	CB1	2JD	UK	THE nETHERLAnDS: EAWLS	c/o	

Johan	Elzenga	Stichting	EAWLS	Nederland	Ridderhoflaan	372396	CJ	Koudekerk	a/d	Rijn


